The Giant Roundabout Dog in the Room 



This is an extended English version of the article Den Stora Rondellhunden 
i Rummet . 

About the title. Artist and academic Lars Vilks is known for a series of 
pretentious statements about the limits of art and democracy over the years. 
One of his pieces portrays the Prophet Muhammad as a Roundabout dog. 
My Atheist take on his work is that it is shallow. Beyond the rhetoric, it 
poses a trivial question - are there extremists? The answer is of course yes. 
With that said, I think it is of outmost importance that he is protected so 
that he can carry on with his work. 






Swedish State Epidemiologist Tegnell has become the incarnation of 
official policy. This Louis-XIV quality is ambiguously non-ironic. He and 
his associates, media-constructed idols to be loved or hated by the masses, 
their strategies fetishized. Ten years from now, the idea of excited debates 
on medical technicalities by hordes of enraged citizens enflamed by fervent 
nationalism, will appear as surreal without the proper context. Especially 
considering that it was triggered by the technical policy decisions executed 
by a bunch of rather ordinary officials. 


Vilk’s work came out when the Iraqi fog of war was still dispersing, under 
an ongoing US-led campaign against predominantly Muslim countries. In 
Iraq alone, some estimates suggest around 1 million dead. It takes a cold¬ 
blooded psychopath to humiliate what perhaps was the last hope to 
believers who endured hell on earth. Naturally, he received threats. The 
dog itself probably received more attention than US aid to the very same 
terrorists who were denounced in the aftermath of the threats. Roundabout 
dogs divert attention from the important issues, but the term may also refer 
to what is being circumvented. 


The Giant Roundabout Dog in the 
Room 

The big roundabout dog in the room is that if people are quarantined for a 
sufficiently long period of time, then the virus must disappear. No expert 
knowledge is required to draw this conclusion. There are nevertheless big 
propaganda gains to be made by insisting on expert-opinion on occasions 
when straightforward reasoning is sufficient. Complications of half 
measures can be discussed forever. The demand for obfuscation seems to 
emerge because it is for various reasons difficult to speak frankly about 
hard ethical choices. All the intricate speculation from still-life modelling 
aside, the choices were in the end about two morbid lotteries. 

One of the lotteries leaves thousands among the old and vulnerable to die 
with certainty, but with the prospect of widespread immunity among the 
populous, i.e. so-called herd immunity. This benefit may give a 



comparative advantage if the world around has neglected quarantine 
sufficiently. The strategy becomes rather worthless if immunity is weak, 
vaccine is produced expeditiously or a big number of countries prove to be 
disciplined enough, and proceed with sanctions against those who tried to 
freeride, in order to mitigate risk. 

The other lottery is about implementing rigorous restrictions early on to get 
rid of the virus entirely, but to a potentially high initial economic cost. The 
downside is the risks of ‘abstinence’ leading to rule breaking, a reckless 
outside world, and ‘jealousy’ in a competitive environment. 

In the case of Sweden, it is dubious if claims about herd immunity was 
more than a reconstruction after the event, i.e. a PR-strategy to rationalize 
tardiness and other inconvenient decision factors, such as economic and 
political considerations. 

Naturally, it is immensely complex to exactly know which Svensson 
coughs on which Johansson, at a given time and place. Why this type of 
issue is fervently pursued, should be a rhetorical question at this stage. In 
view of this, the figure Tegnell appears as a lamentable crossbreed between 
a lightning rod and a roundabout dog. 

This article outlines a summary of my long-standing opposition to the 
course of action of the Government of Sweden and relevant institutions on 
this matter. See also The Realist Politics of the Contagion Game . 

Aftermath. Various studies which point to weak immunity have recently 
appeared. These have been given attention by the scientific community and 
WHO. There are some signs that politicians and journalists are beginning 
to think in terms of strategic interaction and what happens if coalitions of 
countries exclude Sweden in various ways. 
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